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CHAPTER VI

“Mnrs. Slade won-'_t-slgn over the cot-
| tage,” Hayes began abruptly. “I cali't

| do anything more.”
/ : 3 | “She must.” Siade uttered the
' ) Aot AR ST e | words through set teeth. *“She can't
WHEN WE TELL YOU OUR WASH GOODS WON'T FADE  !ive there. Robert, vou are the oty
V wlLL HOLD TﬂEIR COLOR. JUST COME IN eND,l want you to br{ng this matter to &
OUR BREEZY BEAUTIFUL WASH GOODS--BOTH I[N finish quietly and kindly and—~n:w."
CE GOODS AND MADE UP. THEY WILL DELIGHT YOU | | “Why dou't you see her and have
D YOU WlLL BUY THEM. wHEN vou WEﬁR THEM1 “NWe had it out the nlgh[ I left the
"LL FIND THEY GIVE GOOD SERVICE. OUR WASH |house and told her not ta wait up foy
ODS WILL PLEASE YOU SO WELL THAT YOU WILL BUY ™ Siade reminded bim 1 never

' RYTH'NG YOU NEED FOR EUERY MEMBER OF YOUR He eyved Hayes critically for a min-
| SEHOLD. 1utc. “You'ra with me, aren't you?”

ohn R. Gibson & C

| him,

“I'm awfully gorry for Mrs. Slade,”
Hayes began, when Slade interrupted,

“Look here, Hayes—I want a di-
| yoree,” and he seated himself squarely
| In front of the astonished Hayes,

“A divorce?”

“That's what I want,” and his lips
| shut grimly.
|  *“But. my God!” Hayes wae amazed.
| “Y¥ou didn't want it in the first place.

—
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The

New Styles

Have Arrived---Call |
and See Them

Hole-Proof
Hose

For the Ladies

traw Hats
he renowned

barford & Sons
Imported

Monogram

Belts

Try 2 Pair

roctonias
$3.00 l

Neckwear
The Latest

Creations

Shirts

That You Will
Admire

to your interest to come
here first if you want
to save money

ohn E. Sexton

209 West Main

“} Think I'd Like to Make a Bargain

N EW 1 91 4 ‘ All you wantev:l:'a:::yliva y:;r own
Wall - Papers

get rid of Mrs, Slade?”

“Don't go crazy,” Slade advised, not
a suggestion of feeling evident in his
| yolce or manner,

. Rl 14 B e : 0 | *“If you do you are due for a sur-
Our New 1914 Wall Papers are now in stock | ariss. * I can't go sticking & knife into
and we are showing the latest creations in mod- 'that woman's heart. I won’t”

. . . — o ’ = i ,
ern decorations, including Tiffany Blends, Oat insgnwr:sarl]:inlcot a lawyer!” Slade's
Meals, Japanese Grass Cloths, Cretonne Et- “I'm not that sort of a lawyer”
fects, Chintz, and a profusion of Straps, Bands

Hayes rose as if to dismiss the sub-
and Cut-out decorations to mateh.

Over Two Hundred Designs

"Whatever sort of a lJawyer you are
[ made you, Hayes.”

displayed on panels showing how they will look

on the walls. Come in and let us show you the

“] know you did,” returned Hayes,
bitterly. "“You've told me that before
Largest Collection of Modern Decorations ever
shown in Richmond

and this is what comes of letting &
man make you!"
“You bet, rank Ingratitude,” hotly.
Estimates cheerfully furnished. Paper hang-
ing by competent hangers. Next door to Mad-
ison National Bank, 213 W, Main street

Philip L. Willging

' his knees and looked Slade sguare in
Wall Paper, Window Shades, Paints, Glass

the eyes.
“I honestly think you're drunk with
all this power and prosperity. That

little woman wae the apple of your
eye. 1always sald to myself: "There's
one man who does stick to kis witel!’
I didn’t belleve wild horses could drag
you away from home—"

“One minute!” interrupted Slade.
“All that has nothing to do with you.
Neither you nor anyone living can
interfere with me now. Have you
stopped to figure out, and I say it with
all kindness and with all respect, what

*Well, what sort of a governor
would you make if you were di
vorced?”’ Hayes questionad, mock-
ingly. “Those men in there,” and he

Hoots

& Herbs|

GOD’S MEDICINES

according to the Original
c of Charlie White-

cide where she's to liv
be at some distance.”

“You won't get your divorce
through desertion,” Hayes scoffed. “l
know her. You can’t do it.”

“l ¢an’t do it, eh?” Slade’s eyee
held & nasly gxpresgion, “That's
what they've been telling me all my
lite. Ever since I was 8 barefooted
little brat running around the mines
they've sald to me: ‘You can‘t do
this and you can't do that' But I
always did it. Let me tell you, young
man, after all I've conquered no wom-
an is going o stop me!

“Can't do Iit, eh?" he repeated, pug-
naciously. “You watch me do it! You
young jackanapes! I'm as good as
deserted now, The only question is:
Are you going to see Mrs. Slade—put
hey aboard a train east or pot?”

“Mrs, Blade has been my best
friend,"” Hayes answered quietly. *“I
| love her dearly—]—" his veice broke.

“All right, That settles {t. You
turn over every scrap of paper of mine
you have by"—he thought a moment—
“by tomorrow night, Then you can
walk the ties to the devil, young man,
and go back where I found you.”

As Hayes turned to go, Strickland
hurried into the room.

“Merritt has just introduced a very
unexpected subject in the smoking-
room—tihe question of—well, you've
got to know It, S8lade—the guestion of
Mrs, Slade.”

Hayes wheeled around and watched
to see what effect this announcement
would bave on Slade,

“There are strangers there who
learned of your—er—domestic difficul-
ties for the first time tonight,” Strick-
land continued. “Merritt has thrown
the bombshell.”

“Why, I thought—" Slade began to
protest,

“He’s all right,” came the senator’s
reassuring tones. “It had to come
out. He's got his coat off in there
for you now. He maintains that the
opposition papers are bound to take
it up at any moment. Now, what do
you advise?"

“The truth,” thundered Slade. “My
wife 8 preparing to desert me. It
will happen"—Hayes jumped up and
flung bhimself out of the room—“to-
morrow—the next day—any hour.”

“lI see,” and the esenator looked
grave. “Is this irrevocable, Slade?”

“Irrevocable,” declared B8lade, posi-
tively. “As I have told you several
times, senator, it is irrevocable. I'll
stand by that.”

Convinced that 8lade knew his own
mind in this matter as well as he had
the reputation for knowing- it in all
other matters, Btrickland returned to
the waiting politicians,

Blade had been alone but a few
minutes when Katherine returned.

“Well, Mr. Blade,” the girl ex-
claimed, "things seem to be coming
our way.” -

Slade was in no mood for mere con-
versation. He was annoyed at Hayes’
attitude, and Incensed because his
private affairs were being publicly
discussed in the next room. Mentally
he consigned Hayes to the devil, his
wife to the far East of the country,
and registered a yow with himself that
he would have that divorce and the
woman he wanted {n gpite of every-
body and everything,

He resolved to sound Katherine out
then and there. He turned over in
his mind the most cold-blooded prop-
osition that & man ever made to a
woman. He was planning to ask her
to marry him, when he ghould be
free, to decorate his home, preside at
his table, share his wealth and the
honors of the chief executive of the
state, There would be no warmth
in his tone, no love in his heart, no
hunger of his lips for hers, no yearn-
ing of his arms for her ylelding figure,
there would be none of the fire of

Impossible! He rose and stood be-
side the woman whom he proposed to
use as another living stepping stone.

or

“You Are Going to Rob a Poor Littie
Woman|”

gquarters. And I want a woman at
the head of my house that I can be
proud of—like Strickland.”

Katherine was not surprised. She
had anticlpated some such move as
this on his part, but now that she
was face to face with the unvarnished
suggestion, she found herself more
shocked than she would have be-
lieved.

“In a couple of months I'll stand
free,” he went on. “Perhaps sooner.
I don't expect any woman's going to
love me—she Isn't. Got to do that
when you're young. But I'd do all 1
could for the woman. She'd have ev-
erything—money and—the power that
goes with it. 1 want to say right
here that I wouldn't speak if I thought
young Hayes had a chance. I saw
he didn't.”

At the mention of Hayes’ name
Katherine had an instant's vision of
Bob's tender face—his eyes burning
with love looking Into hers—of his
youth—his strength—his fine honor,
and her heart cried out desperately,
pitifully, for the shelter of his arms.

In another moment the old recur-
rent vision of life in the old town,
dull, cheap, uninteresting, and the
lure of what Slade was offering, the
money, the clothes, the servants, the
power to reign supreme, swept her
off her feet, The thought of divorce
did not terrify her. Mrs. Slade, whom
she had never seen, was only a name.

As Slade watched her standing
straight and white, he feared he had
been too brutally blunt.

“You needn't think it over now,”
he hastened to add. “Perhaps you
will later, and perhapg you won't,
That’s for you to decide. 1 guess I've
said all I can say"”

But Katherine was not a woman to
shrink from a situation because of
its unpleasant features. She knew
that she couldn’t have all the things
she wanted without some suffering,
some pain. Her father's world had
taught her that love was a thing of
emall consideration where marriage
was concerned, unless it went with
the advancement of one's ambitions.
Love was not of the world., Place,
power, wealth—these were of the
world and this man offered them to
her.

“This isn't a matter of sentiment,”
ghe agreed with him calmly. “I'll be
perfectly frank with you, I don’'t =ay
I won't think it over. I know just
what yoy want of a woman. When
you cam go ta my father free there
won't be any barrier in the way.”

Bhe offered her hand as if to bind
the bargain. He held it for a brief
instant and with a hurried “thank
you” left the room.

- CHAPTER VIL
Left alone, Katherine drew a long
breath., Her face was set and her eyes
were harder than it is good for a
woman’s eyes to be. She pictured to
herself the future for which she had
just bargained. ‘There would be
wealth—no more pinching struggle
with masked poverty, her father at
ease, his political debts all paid
There would be no more pretense that
art was for love of It and not for
would be free to follow
in this as in all else
be honor and power as
's chief executive—
t was but a step to further
would achieve at
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|RIGHT NOW is the TIME TO BUY

atest Cry of Fashion

in Quter Garments
fresh from the style
centersis to be found
in our

Advanced Spring
Display
-- practically every-

thing that’s smartand
neat

B. E. BELUE & CO

EAST MAIN AND
COLLINS
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Hean Qmy: o nran to a neighlbors through the
back way the othen day. My! St was shoeking fo
see the old, battened iee-Lox she had. Jf J didn't
have anything else, J'd have a new up-to-date ice
box; fora .snnita/u‘. clean ice~-Lbox meand a fealihy
family. Would you uée a Auisty iee-box if you
wene able to buy a new one? Noi for me. Baly
dohn's milk muit be propenty kept. Qn unianitany
tee-box endangers the health of the whole family.

$ood Lye, Lou

9. 9. ¥ou get the most reasonalle Pmices on Leé-
bLoxes and rhe kind you ecan't find anywhene elie.

from
W, FF. HIGGINS

FURNITURE, CARPETS, STOVES AND RANGES

White Diarriroea is

fatal and very conta-
gious, Itattacks chicks

the first five weeks and
kills 60 to 75 per cent of all
chicks hatched. May wipe
out your whole hatch. Save
your chicks by putting in
their drinking water

CONKEY’'S
White Diarrhoea Remedy
Chicks drink freely and doctor them-
selves. Don't take chances on losing
your whole hatch. Keep Conkey's
White Diarrhoea Remedy on hand

as an effective treatment and pre-
ventive measure. Prices 25¢ and 30c.

If chicks are properly

nourished the first

three weeks, they have

a better chance to resist

White Diarrhoea and

other dangerous discases
Feed them

CONKEY’S
Starting Food
for Baby Chicks. A perfectly
balanced food that supplies
the right elements for proper
nourishment and develop-
ment. Makes chicks sturdy.
Prices—1 1b, 10¢; 3 lbs, 25¢;
6% lbs, 50c; 14 lbs, $1.00

. MONEY BACK IF NOT SATISFIED
Ask for Conkey’s Practical Poultry Book—IT'S FREE
STOCKTON’'S DRUG STORE

THE RGHT WAY

to get what you want is to come to the

Blanton Lumber Co.

We have large assortments of

All Kinds of Lumber, Doors,
Windows, Etc
For The Home or For The Barn
hkerleu in answeri tions and givi the
Bwa;!eﬂbo | :%hneein qu:m:ahg‘wmtgm it.
|'We had rather not sell than to mis sent an article.

An ORDER PLACED WITH US becomes a CONTRACT
to be filled regardless of in the market. We believe
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